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Analysis of 2014 FIFA World Cup Brazil Goal Characteristics

Ching-Wen Jeng / Chang Gung University
Abstract

The study discusses about 2014 FIFA World Cup Brazil Goal Characteristics,
including 32 teams, 64 games, and 171 goals. The purpose of the study is analyzing various
goal characteristics, and understanding the effects of several factors on scoring the goal,
such as the period, areas, and styles of shooting, positions of players, scoring by different
parts of body, forms of setting up to score, and the frequency of consecutive passes. By
watching the clips in slow motion, recording data, and quantifying analysis, the result
shows that:

1. The highest frequency of scoring and also the climax of scoring period is during the last 15
minutes of each game in this World Cup.

2. In this World Cup, penalty area is the area that players score the most and become a crucial
place for each team scoring and defending.

3. Strikers and centre forwards are the main players of scoring. The frequency and the rate of
goals of centre forwards appear to be gradually increasing.

4. Shoot-on-sight tactic is the way that gets the highest goal rate.

5. The main scoring way is using the foot, especially the inside foot. But heading is still an
important scoring way in tactic development.

6. Place kick, counterattack, and the attack coordination from the side or center are the main
scoring tactics. The tactic gets the highest frequency of goal is place kick, and the
runner-up goes to counterattack.

7. Goals, with the number of times of consecutive passes under 3 times, are about three
quarters of total goals in this World Cup. There is an obvious decreasing of the number of
goals when the consecutive passes are over 4 times.

Keywords : soccer, goal characteristics, shooting area, shooting ways, scoring ability
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